
  Living Shalom 
 

“From the beginning to the end of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures, 
in wilderness or relative tranquility, in violence or truce, in abundance 
or deprivation, the biblical poets and prophets chronicle human efforts 
to find and return to the heart of God and live again the blessedness of 
shalom.” 

-Ruthann K. Johansen  
 

In Bethany classrooms, courses, and teaching 
 Faculty are evaluating and restructuring Bethany’s academic 

programs and curriculum, projecting to be completed by fall 
2013. Objectives include: integrating all disciplines around the 
mission statement, revising degree program objectives, a new 
formation course for the MA program, increasing the number of 
emphases for students to select, and additional course offering in 
evangelism and conflict transformation. 

 Faculty and staff are utilizing two grants that were received to 
(1) support a faculty study on ministry in multifaith contexts 
and (2) refine the educational methods used in the Ministry 
Formation program. 

 
In the world 

 A study program in Marburg, Germany, will enable students to 
earn credits while learning German, tutoring English and 
religion in the public schools, and becoming involved in a 
congregation. 

 Students and Faculty will travel to Iona, Scotland and the Holy 
Land (Israel) with seminary and Academy courses in June of 
2013.  

 Nationwide Reimagining Ministries campaign meetings, held in 
homes and churches, invite many people to hear what’s 
happening at Bethany and engage about questions of distance 
learning, conflict transformation, and interpretation of 
Bethany’s mission for the church and the world.  

 
“Bethany Theological Seminary equips spiritual and intellectual leaders 
with an Incarnational education for ministering, proclaiming, and living 
out God’s shalom and Christ’s peace in the church and world.” 

-MISSION STATEMENT 
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Highlights of 2011-12 — Bethany’s 107th year 
 
 Sixteen graduates received MDiv and MA degrees and Certificates of 

Achievement in Theological Studies and are now actively ministering 
in a variety of contexts across the United States and around the world.  

 A capacity crowd attended Bethany’s fourth Presidential Forum, “Joy 
and Suffering in the Body: Turning toward Each Other.” Keynote 
speaker Dr. James Forbes and five academic professionals in medicine, 
ecclesiology and sexuality, Christian history, religion and psychiatry, 
and biblical studies led the Forum. 

 Exploring Your Call was again held in June, a ten-day seminar for high 
school students to explore faith and vocation through classes, 
congregational involvement, student projects, and personal and 
spiritual enrichment.  

 Faculty and staff had a presence beyond the classroom within the 
Church of the Brethren, including numerous sermons and other 
church-related presentations, leadership in workshops and retreats, 
reports to district conferences, and insight sessions. All faculty also 
participated in professional conference, presented papers, gave 
academic lectures, and/or had works published.  
 

Upcoming Events to Welcome You to Bethany 
 

 Two campus visit days with options designed for exploring the Bethany 
experience: November 2, 2012, and March 1, 2013 

 Fifth Presidential Forum, “The Bible in Our Bones: Telling and Living 
the Stories of Our Faith,” April 5-6, 2013 

 Exploring Your Call for rising high school Juniors and Seniors, June 14-
24, 2013 

 

 
 
You can partner with the education Bethany provides by 

 nurturing and calling out persons who show interest in ministry and 
encouraging them to consider a Bethany education; 

 praying for our students, faculty, and staff; 

 giving to Bethany’s mission, by check, online, or gifts of property; 
 reading Wonder & Word magazine and visiting our website for news, 

information, and webcasts of Bethany and denominational events:  
www.bethanyseminary.edu. 
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 Bethany Theological Seminary 

Prayer Calendar 
Please join us in prayer this year for the mission and ministry of Bethany. 

 
September 2012 – New and returning students as we begin our 108th academic 
year 

October 2012 – Bethany’s board of trustees, who give their time, talents, and 
resources as advocates for the Seminary and who hold their semi-annual 
meeting this month  

November 2012 – Faculty and staff, who daily share their skills and knowledge 
to support Bethany’s mission 

December 2012 – Bethany’s contribution to the Church of the Brethren peace 
witness through courses, seminars, and degree emphasis 

January 2013 – Persons enrolled in January graduate and academy level 
intensive classes, a place for fellowship and learning 

February 2013 – The more than 2,500 Bethany alumni/ae and their 
contributions to the church over the past century 

March 2013 – The Sustaining Pastoral Excellence program and its continuing 
education opportunities for pastors 

April 2013 –Those planning and participating in the Presidential Forum, “The 
Bible in Our Bones: Telling and Living the Stories of Our Faith,”  
April 5-6, 2013 

May 2013 – Our 108th graduating class as they complete their seminary 
education and enter ministry 

June 2013 –A new group of high school students participating in Exploring 
Your Call and the work of the Institute for Ministry with Youth and Young 
Adults through classes, writing, and research  

July 2013 – Students in summer ministry formation experiences and those who 
are considering enrolling at Bethany in the 2013-2014 academic year 

August 2013 – Those involved with the Brethren Academy for Ministerial 
Leadership as orientation is held for incoming Training in Ministry (TRIM) 
students
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