
  
All Things New 

    

“Bethany Theological Seminary has a unique calling as it forms 
individuals and a church for ministry, witnesses to God’s 
shalom and Christ’s peace, and sends forth disciples to proclaim 
the good news of Christ Jesus. I look forward to beginning this 
new adventure in mission and ministry." 

-Jeff Carter, President 
 
In Bethany classrooms, courses, and teaching 

� Jeff Carter of Manassas, Virginia, was selected as the 
Seminary’s tenth president, beginning July 1, 2013 

� Bethany faculty completed a restructuring of the 

curriculum, to be implemented in fall 2013. 
� Denise Kettering-Lane begins this fall in the newly 

expanded full-time faculty position in Brethren studies. 
� Debbie Roberts also begins for the new half-time faculty 

position in reconciliation studies 
 
In the world 

� The Bethany Peace Essay Contest offers high school, 

college and seminary students an opportunity to submit 

essays exploring the role of peace in their own context. 

Prizes will be awarded to winners who submit qualifying 

essays. Essays will be due January 2014 

� Bethany’s speaker’s bureau offers presentations from 

Bethany faculty and staff on a variety of topics upon 

request.  
 
Bethany Theological Seminary equips spiritual and intellectual 
leaders with an Incarnational education for ministering, 
proclaiming, and living out God’s shalom and Christ’s peace in 
the church and world. 

-MISSION STATEMENT 
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Highlights of 2012-13 — Bethany’s 108th year 
    

� Eleven MDiv degrees, one MA, and a Certificate of Achievement in 
Theological Studies were granted in May. 

� A capacity crowd attended Bethany’s fifth Presidential Forum, “The 
Bible in Our Bones: Telling and Living the Stories of Our Faith.” 

� Ruthann Johansen’s tenure as president was recognized with a 
community celebration, during which the new fully funded Ruthann 
Knechel Johansen Endowment for Theology in Literature was 
announced. 

� Russell Haitch was promoted to professor of Christian education. He 
also serves as director of the Institute for Ministry with Youth and 
Young Adults. 

� Malinda Berry, instructor of theological studies, received her doctorate 
from Union Theological Seminary. In addition, she was promoted to 
assistant professor of theological studies. 

� Faculty and staff were present denominationally and professionally 
through numerous sermons, workshops, lectures, district conferences 
and insight sessions, professional event leadership, international 
presentations, and published works. 

� As of April 30, 2013, 80 percent of the $5.9 million goal had been 
raised in gifts and pledges through the ongoing Reimagining Ministries 
campaign. 
 

Upcoming Events to Welcome You to Bethany 
 

� Engage campus visit day designed for exploring the Bethany 
experience: Friday, November 1, 2013 

� Sixth Presidential Forum, “Living Love Feast,” April 4-5, 2014 
� Exploring Your Call for rising high school juniors and seniors, July 

2014  
� Immerse!, a jr. high Bible immersion weekend, August 2014 
 

� �� �� �� � 

 

You can partner with the education Bethany provides by 
� nurturing and calling out persons who show interest in ministry and 

encouraging them to consider a Bethany education; 

� praying for our students, faculty, and staff; 

� giving to Bethany’s mission by check, online, or gifts of property; 

� reading Wonder & Word magazine and visiting our website for news, 
information, and webcasts of Bethany and denominational events:  
www.bethanyseminary.edu. 
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Please join us in prayer this year for the mission and ministry of Bethany. 

 

September 2013 – New and returning students as we begin our 109th academic 
year 

October 2013 – Bethany’s board of trustees, who give their time, talents, and 
resources as advocates for the Seminary and who hold their semi-annual 
meeting this month  

November 2013 – Faculty and staff, who daily share their skills and knowledge 
to support Bethany’s mission 

December 2013 – Bethany’s contribution to the Church of the Brethren peace 
witness through courses, seminars, and degree emphases 

January 2014 – Persons enrolled in January graduate and academy level 
intensive classes, a place for fellowship and learning 

February 2014 – The more than 2,500 Bethany alumni/ae and their 
contributions to the church over the past century 

March 2014 – Leadership and participants in the SeBAH – COB program for 
Spanish language ministry, extending the gospel through multiple languages 

April 2014 –Those planning and participating in the sixth Presidential Forum, 
“Living Love Feast,” April 4-5, 2014 

May 2014 – Our 109th graduating class as they complete their seminary 
education and enter ministry 

June 2014 – Students in summer ministry formation experiences and those who 
are considering enrolling at Bethany in the 2014-2015 academic year 

July 2014 – A new group of high school students participating in Exploring 
Your Call and the work of the Institute for Ministry with Youth and Young 
Adults through classes, writing, and research 

August 2014 – Those involved with the Brethren Academy for Ministerial 
Leadership as orientation is held for incoming Academy students 
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