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University of La Verne  
 

Julia Wheeler, director of development and coordinator of this Brethren College Experience, led the 
group to the campus chapel. ULV student Tahil Sharma shared from his personal perspective as a Hindu 
and Sikh and how he works with the campus community and others nationally and internationally to 
focus on interfaith dialogue. Tahil offered the evening prayers. 
 
Monday morning included a campus tour and conversation over breakfast. As licensed pastors, the 
TRIM students then joined approximately forty clergy colleagues to participate in the Healthy Boundaries 
training session. During lunch, Zandra Wagoner, campus chaplain, outlined the many programs and 
experiences that are available through the interfaith initiatives at ULV.  
 
This Brethren College Experience provided opportunities for connection and exploration of the past, 
present, and future of ULV. 

On Sunday evening, October 19, TRIM 
students Susan Price, Jody Romero, Ann 
Weaver, and Dawna Welch along with 
Pacific Southwest District interim district 
executive Joe Detrick and Julie Hostetter 
met with representatives from the 
University of La Verne. At dinner Al Clark, 
professor of humanities, gave a brief 
overview of the history from its beginnings 
as a Brethren college and brought us up 
to date with a description of the university 
today. Peggy Redmond, professor 
emerita of education, spoke about the 
heart and ethos of a Brethren institution 
and how they are trying to keep to those 
core values going forward, sharing 
successes and challenges.  

Peggy Redmond, Dawna Welch, Jody Romero, Al Clark, 
Susan Price and Ann Weaver 



Manchester University 
 
 

 
Luke-Acts and the Birth of the Church 

Matthew Boersma 
 
 

“I, too, decided, after investigating everything carefully from the  
very first, to write an orderly account” (Luke 1:3, NRSV).  So  
begins the gospel of Luke, which, along with the book of Acts, is  
a focus text for the online TRIM course Luke-Acts and the Birth 
of the Church, taught by Matthew Boersma. In this eight-week course, 
students asked questions about these two books, explored how the author inserts his own beliefs 
and biases into the literary work, and discussed ways that Luke’s assumptions and beliefs shaped 
the explanation of history of Jesus and the Jesus movement that would begin the church. “We often 
read the books of the New Testament interchangeably,” says Boersma. “We treat Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John as telling the same story for the same reasons. Yet the authors each have their 
own reasons to tell their versions of the story.” In this course, students became increasingly aware 
of Luke’s unique voice and explored ways to apply his Gospel to a modern context. 
 

 

 
 
On a cold and snowy November day in Indiana, miles and degrees away from Southern California, 
three TRIM students joined Carrie Eikler, coordinator of TRIM and EFSM, for a Brethren College 
Experience at Manchester University. Chad Palmer, Tom Prager, and Randy Short all had the 
opportunity to have lunch and conversation with Walt Wiltscheck, campus pastor, and Katy Gray-
Brown, professor of peace studies. A chilly campus tour ended with a roundtable conversation about 
the joys and challenges of ministry. A meaningful time of prayer for and by each student concluded the 
time together. Students also had the opportunity to join in on Faith on the 5s, Manchester’s weekly 
chapel service, and to attend a convocation on fair trade coffee initiatives around the world.   

 

TRIM students (left to right)  
Randy Short, Chad Palmer, and 
Tom Prager conclude a 
Manchester University campus 
tour with Elizabeth Arthur, senior 
admissions counselor. 
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TRIM CLASS 



 
 
 

What Brethren Believe 
This fall, eight students are digging deeper into our denominational tradition as they take “What Brethren 
Believe” taught by Denise Kettering Lane.   
Kettering Lane,  Assistant Professor of Brethren Studies at Bethany Theological Seminary, leads this 
eight-week online course, introducing students to the broad scope of Brethren theology, the Pietist and 
Anabaptist origins of Brethren beliefs , how those beliefs translate into practice, and how they have 
changed from the beginning of the Brethren movement into the present. 

  
Education for a Shared Ministry Weekend and Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday evening, October 30, and Saturday evening, November 1, Tim Sites (minister in 
training), Charlie Comer (supervising pastor), members of the Congregational Training Group, and 
Flat Rock Church of the Brethren met to explore the topic of Christian education. Julie Hostetter, 
executive director of the Brethren Academy and former denominational staff person for this ministry 
area, led the group in worship, Bible study, and presentations on various topics. The group used a 
case study to examine the ages and stages of life and how to provide appropriate ministry responses 
and programs for those in their congregation and community. They used a personal preference 
priority listing with descriptions and cited examples to focus on the various ways that people of all 
ages learn.   
 
The hymn “There are many gifts” was interspersed throughout Sunday morning's intergenerational 
church school class focused on I Corinthians 12. Reading verses 4-13 offered the opportunity to 
explore the controversy in the early church regarding the diversity of gifts. Gifts and status were 
reframed as gifts and service to promote interdependency in the community of believers. A reading of 
verses 14-26 allowed people in the congregation to name their gifts for ministry and place them on 
an outline of the body. A prayer for unity in the body of Christ was offered. 
 
During worship, the congregation celebrated the completion of the EFSM program by Tim, Charlie, 
and the Congregational Training Group. We rejoiced that God was alive and working through this 
small congregation that is filled with many gifted and caring people. Descriptions of fellowship in the 
early church were brought to mind when after every meal or snack time, boxes, jars, and bags were 
produced so that meals could be taken to those who were not able to attend in person, extending 
table hospitality and community to others.    

 

 

 

Tim Sites, minister in training, and Charlie 
Comer, supervising pastor at Flat Rock 
CoB, Shenandoah District 

Photos by Jim Woods Congregational Training Group: Tim Sites, 
Sherry Woods, Janet Comer, Charlie 
Comer, and Brenda Sites (seated) 



  

 

 
Upcoming Academy Level Courses 

 
 

Courses are open to TRIM and EFSM students, pastors (earn 2 CEUs), and all interested persons. 
 

Please note: While we continue to accept students beyond the registration deadline, on that date we determine 
whether we have enough students to offer a course. Many courses have required precourse readings, so 

students need to be sure to allow enough time to complete those. Please do not purchase texts or make travel 
plans until the registration deadline has passed and you receive a course confirmation. 

To register, contact the Brethren Academy at academy@bethanyseminary.edu or 765-983-1824. 

Register for SVMC courses through Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center. 
Forms at www.etown.edu/svmc or contact svmc@etown.edu or 717-361-1450 

[Credit descriptions: BCE – Brethren College Experience, BTS – Bethany Experience,  
IE - Intercultural/Ecumenical Experience, BT - Bible/Theology, MS – Ministry/Ministry Skills]  
 

2015 
Now the Silence, Now the Songs: The Body of Christ at Worship, online, Instructor: Lee-Lani Wright,  
February 2-March 27, 2015 (credit: MS) Registration Deadline: January 5, 2015 
 
Narrative Theology, McPherson College, McPherson, KS, Instructor: Scott Holland, April 16-19, 2015 (credits: 
BT, BCE, BTS) Registration Deadline: March 19, 2015 
 
Administration as Pastoral Care, Elizabethtown CoB/College, Elizabethtown, PA, Instructor: Julie Hostetter, 
April 17-19, 2015 (credits: MS, BCE, BTS), SVMC Registration Deadline: March 20, 2015 
 
Christians in Germany travel seminar, Instructor: H. Kendall Rogers, May 15-31, 2015 (credits: Two BT, IE, 
BTS) Registration Deadline: January 1, 2015 
 
Annual Conference Directed Independent Study Unit (DISU), onsite in Tampa, FL, Joyce Rupp, presenter 
on “Delving Deeply into Compassion”; DISU Instructor: Carrie Eikler, July 10-11, 2015 (credit: MS) Registration 
Deadline: June 12, 2015 
 
Bivocational Ministry, online, Instructor: Sandra Jenkins, July 20-September 11, 2015 (credits: MS).  
Registration Deadline: June 22, 2015 
 
Early Church History, online, Instructor: H. Kendall Rogers (credits: BT, BTS). September 21-November 13, 
2015 Registration Deadline: August 17, 2015 

 
Confirmed and Anticipated Courses in Fall 2015 
SVMC Academic Symposium DISU: The Gospel of Mark and the Twenty-First Century, Juniata College, 
Huntingdon, PA, keynote speaker, Dan Ulrich, November 9 (credits: BT, BCE) DISU instructor TBD 
 
Preaching Peace, Justice, and Care for Creation, McPherson College, McPherson, KS, Instructor: David 
Radcliff, date TBD (credits: MS, BCE) 
 
Presidential Forum DISU: Just Peace, Instructor: Debbie Roberts, October 29-31 (credits: BT, BTS) 
 
Writing for Ministry, online, instructor and date TBD (credits: MS) 
 
Confirmed and Anticipated Courses in Spring 2016 (course schedule not yet completed) 
Pastoral Care, Bethany Theological Seminary, Instructor: Carolyn Stahl Bohler, January 2016 (credits: MS, 
BTS) 
Chronicles, online, Instructor: Steve Schweitzer, April 4-May 27, 2016 (credits: BT, BTS) 
Introduction to Theology (anticipated, subject to change) (credit: BT)  
Brethren Polity and Practice (anticipated, subject to change) (credit: MS) 
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CCOONNTTIINNUUIINNGG  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  EEVVEENNTTSS  
  

Healthy Boundaries – Ethics in Ministry Relations Training 
  

Beginning September 2013, Healthy Boundaries training sessions have been occurring all across the 
United States. To date, fifty-two training sessions have been held throughout the twenty-three districts 
of the Church of the Brethren. As a result, the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership office has 
issued 1,726 Continuing Education Unit certificates.  

  

 

La Verne, Pacific Southwest District, 10/20/14 
Photos by Julie Hostetter 

Papago Buttes, Pacific Southwest District, 10/21/14 
Photos by Julie Hostetter 

 

 



  

 
 

Kokomo, South-Central Indiana District, 3/22/14 
Photo by Julie Hostetter 

 

Bassett, Virlina District, 9/18/14 
Photos by David Shumate 

St. Paul, Virlina District, 9/16/14 
Photos by David Shumate 
 



 
Supervision in Ministry – A Continuing Education Experience 

 
 
 

 
Photo by Julie Hostetter 
 
Left to right: Todd Peterson, Carrie Eikler, Chuck Bell, 
Mike Hostetter, and Nick Beam 

On October 25 and November 8, a 
second group of ministers completed 
sessions to expand and enrich their 
ministry supervision skills. They 
participated in the continuing 
education option Supervision in 
Ministry, which uses presentations, 
group discussions, and ministry 
reflection reports as part of the 
learning experience. 
An upcoming Supervision in Ministry 
class will take place at the Atlantic 
Northeast District Office April 17-18, 
2015. Those invited to attend will be 
ministers who serve as supervisors 
for Bethany Seminary students, 
district TRIM coordinators, and 
EFSM supervising pastors. 
  
 

 

 

Dr. Hugh Williamson 
International Speaker 

 
Dr. Hugh Williamson, an internationally recognized and 
respected scholar in Hebrew Bible, presented a lecture 
at Bethany Seminary on Thursday, November 20, 
entitled "Has Old Testament Messianic Prophecy 
Passed Its Sell-By Date?" 
 
Williamson is Regius Professor of Hebrew at the 
University of Oxford, having begun his tenure there in 
1992. He has written and taught extensively, especially 
in Isaiah, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, the Persian 
period, and archaeology. 

The Brethren Academy granted CEU certificates to nine 
attendees who requested them. 

 Photo by Jenny Williams 



CCOONNTTIINNUUIINNGG  EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The Opportunities and Challenges of Post-Christendom 
Six webinars featuring the authors of already published or forthcoming books 

in the popular After Christendom series 
 

There is no charge, but donations are welcome. These webinars are presented by the Center for Anabaptist 
Studies at Bristol Baptist College in partnership with the Anabaptist Network, the Mennonite Trust, and the 
Church of the Brethren. 

Webinar times*: 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Pacific 
    1:30 – 2:30 p.m. Central 
    2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Eastern 
    7:30 – 8:30 p.m. U.K. 
 

*Viewers in other time zones should adjust the starting times accordingly.                       
 
 
 
January 29, 2015: Andrew Francis: “Hospitality and Community after Christendom” 
 

This seminar explores how and why we should use sharing food to both practice 
hospitality and build up Christian community, whether at house group or congregational 
levels. Reference will also be made to the style of hospitality and food sharing which 
“eating Jesus style” demands. 
 
Andrew Francis is a community theologian, published poet, and writer of several books, 
including Hospitality & Community after Christendom (2012), Anabaptism: Radical 
Christianity (2011) and What in God's Name are You Eating (2014). He was the UK 
Anabaptist Network’s first development worker and served as executive vice chair of the 
UK Mennonite Trust until 2013. 

 
 
May 6, 2015: Simon Perry: “Atheism after Christendom” 
 
Throughout history, atheism has been marked by a subversion of gods of the state. As 
such, in classical Greece, imperial Rome and medieval Christendom, atheism was a 
criminal charge. After the European Reformations (sixteenth century), atheism became 
a term of abuse, and after the Enlightenment (eighteenth century) it became a badge of 
honour. In the postmodern era (twenty-first century), atheism has become a measure of 
religious orthodoxy. The more domesticated atheism has become, the more it has lost 
its subversive element, climaxing today in the endorsement of the very type of state 
activity it once opposed. 
 
Simon Perry is chaplain to Robinson College, University of Cambridge. He is author of Atheism after 
Christendom: Disbelief in an Age of Encounter. His other publications include the historical fiction All Who 
Came Before (2011) and the theological monographs Resurrecting Interpretation: Technology, 
Hermeneutics and the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (2012) and Jesus for Humanists (2014). He is 
currently writing about Olympian gods in both archaic Greece and the twenty-first-century West. 
 
 
June 2, 2015: Brian Haymes and Kyle Gingerich Hiebert: “God after Christendom?” 
 
 

 

 

 



  CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy  --  Intercultural Travel Seminar 
May 15-31, 2015 

 
Bethany Theological Seminary/Brethren Academy 

 

Participants will 

• experience one of Europe’s most dynamic societies;  

• encounter Christian faith lived out in a very different cultural setting;  

• learn (in English) from nationally renowned professors at the world’s oldest department of 
Protestant theology, founded in 1527; 

• talk with local pastors, university students, high school students, and groups of laity about issues 
facing the church today; 

• reside with host families (maximum: 12 participants); 

• worship with Marburg’s oldest church congregation, dating from the twelfth century;  

• survey German Protestant history from Luther to Bultmann (1500-1960); 

• enjoy excursions by foot or bus to Eisenach (with the Wartburg Castle), Wittenberg (birthplace of 
the Reformation), Laasphe, Berleburg, Schwarzenau (important in Pietist history), and the beautiful 
medieval city of Marburg itself. 
 
 

TRIM students: Earn two Bible/theology credits and complete the intercultural/ecumenical and 
     Bethany Seminary experiences. 
Continuing education participants: earn 4 CEUs  

 
Estimated program cost for fifteen days, including room, board, and transportation from arrival in 
     Marburg until departure: $1400 
Estimated cost of trans-Atlantic transportation: $1200 
 
Deadline for registration through the Brethren Academy: January 1, 2015, to fly with the group. If you 
plan to make your own flight reservations to Marburg, the deadline is March 1, 2015. 
 
For further information, please write Professor Kendall Rogers at rogerke@bethanyseminary.edu or 
telephone him at 617-999-5249. 
 
 

                       
                                             

 
 

Market Square, Marburg City of Wittenberg 

Photos from Internet 

mailto:rogerke@bethanyseminary.edu


 

Springs of Living Water Academy in Church Renewal 
Registration now open for two courses: winter and spring 2015 

 
The Springs of Living Water Academy for pastors offers courses with formal learning 
objectives which participants localize in their setting. 

• Five interactive two-hour phone conference calls with practical training and 
focused discussion over a twelve-week period 

• Focused readings   
• Shepherding calls between sessions    
• A few persons in the church walking with participants   
• A seminal paper reflecting course content and application  
• CEUs available 

 
 

Level 1.  Foundations for Christ-centered Church Renewal 
Using a Springs of Living Water text with a spiritually grounded, servant-led approach, learn to 
 go deeper in one’s faith journey using a spiritual disciplines folder and devotional; 
 enlist a congregation in renewal and spiritually discern and train a renewal team; 
 help a congregation enter a spiritual journey with disciplines folders; 
 understand servant leadership from scripture to approach the life cycle of a church; 
 identify and fulfill five roles of transforming pastoral leadership for church renewal; 
 implement a sevenfold path for renewal in which a church builds on its strengths; 
 help a church spiritually discern a scripture, vision, and ministry plan. 
 

Spiritual Disciplines folder on the Disciplines --- Celebration of Discipline, Richard Foster 
Wednesdays: Feb. 4, Feb. 25. Mar. 18, Apr. 8, Apr. 29          10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. ET 
(If interested, please check option of Saturday morning class; contact info is below.) 
 
 
Level 2.  Servant Leadership for Church Renewal, Shepherds by the Living Springs 
   Using a Servant Leadership for Church Renewal text and other resources, participants will  
 grow in a closer walk with Christ using spiritual disciplines folder and devotional; 
 catch a vision of spiritually oriented servant leadership that is transformational;  
 discover and apply principles of Master Preaching for Renewal of the Church; 
 learn to use the gifts of dialogue and spiritual discernment for decision making; 
 explore how to implement a renewal plan and follow up all aspects of transformation; 
 learn to reach out to new people and inactive persons according to size of your church; 
 explore how to build healthy, spiritually vibrant, Christ-centered congregations. 

 
Folder: “Called to Serve; Entrusted to Be Servant Leaders” --- Life Together, D. Bonhoeffer 
Wednesday: Feb. 11, Mar. 4, Mar. 25, Apr. 15, May 5         10: 30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. ET  
 
 
The instructor is Dr. David S. Young with potential guests. Participants call an 800 number. Along with 
focused readings, participants can practice daily disciplines using folders. For an Academy brochure, 
please e-mail davidyoung@churchrenewalservant.org or call (717) 615-4515. The Springs website is 
www.churchrenewalservant.org.  

mailto:davidyoung@churchrenewalservant.org
http://www.churchrenewalservant.org/


A ministry-training partnership of the Church of the Brethren 
and Bethany Theological Seminary 

http://www.bethanyseminary.edu/academy 

 From the Brethren Academy Staff  

Executive Director 
Julie M. Hostetter 

765-983-1820 
hosteju@bethanyseminary.edu or 

jhostetter@brethren.org 
 
 
 

 
Coordinator of the TRIM & EFSM 

Ministry Training Programs 
Carrie A. Eikler 

eikleca@bethanyseminary.edu  
 
 

Coordinator of Seminario Biblico 
Anabautista Hispano - de la Iglesia 

de los Hermanos (SeBAH-CoB) 
Debbie Roberts 

roberde@bethanyseminary.edu 

 

Administrative Assistant 
Fran Massie 
765-983-1824 

academy@bethanyseminary.edu or  
academy@brethren.org 
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“De tierra lejana venimos” 
 
Lovely eastern star that tells us of God’s morning,  
 Heaven’s wondrous light, O never cease thy shining! 
Glory in the highest to the Son of Heaven, 
 And upon the earth be peace and love to all. 
 
Oh brillante estrella que anuncias la aurora 
 No nos falte nunca tu luz bienhechora  
Gloria en las alturas al Hijo de Dios, 
 Gloria en las alturas y en la tierra amore 
 
(Refrain from the Hymnal Supplement #1044) 
 

We wish all of you a blessed Advent and joyous Christmas! 
Les deseamos a todos ustedes un Adviento bendita y feliz Navidad! 
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