
 

Instructor: Debbie Eisenbise 

This course examines how pastors are called to lead and assist 
congregations in adapting to maintain organizational integrity, pastoral 
viability, and foster spiritual growth in the midst of corporate/community 
crises (natural disasters, active shooter incidents, pandemics, climate 
crises, etc. We will look at congregational and community histories of 
transition and change to identify strengths and weaknesses that inform our 
ability to address challenges and embrace gifts in current crises, and plan 
for potential future crises. We will consider ways to increase pastoral 
resilience, adaptability and discernment. And we will explore biblical 
narratives that can inform us as we lead our congregations through crises, 
learning together how to do church differently. 
 
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to: 

1. Define crises and determine appropriate roles for themselves as 
pastors, their congregations, and individuals within their 
congregations. 

2. Utilize models and tools for change, transition, crisis management, 
and critical incident planning to help congregations learn from 
their histories in order to address current crises, and plan for 
potential crises. 

3. Identify community organizations, agencies, and professionals that 
could be called upon for assistance in times of crises. 

4. Develop practices enhancing pastoral resilience, discernment, and 
adaptability. 

5. Understand care of the soul in times of crises. 
6.  Identify biblical themes that provide comfort and direction, and 

encourage creativity, coping, and courage in times of crises.     
 

Course Description and Objectives 

Debbie has been in ministry for over 20 years, working as a 
congregational pastor and spiritual director. She worked with the 
Church of the Brethren’s Congregational Life Ministries from 2015 - 
2017 as director of Intergenerational Ministries. Most recently she 
served as the Interim Pastor at Living Peace Church in Michigan 
District. She has also provided pastoral leadership and spiritual 
direction through the years.  
 
Debbie provides practical and emotional support for end of life 
transitions through her ministry, Through the Threshold: End of Life 
Doula Services. This ministry provides assistance in advance care 
planning and opportunities to celebrate life. She provides help, hope, 
and healing that engenders confidence and peace. 

 

This course is available 
to: 

• TRIM/EFSM 
students- fulfills 
one MS Unit 

• Those seeking 
Continuing 
Education Units 
(2.0 CEU) 

• Anyone seeking 
personal and 
spiritual 
enrichment 

Essentially, this course is 
open to ALL! 

Course fee $300.00 

 
Registration deadline:  
March 31, 2021 

Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership proudly offers: 
 

Doing Church Differently: Ministry in Times of Crisis 
 MAY 5 – JUNE 29, 2021 

8-WEEK ONLINE COURSE             REGISTER ONLINE 

 

https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/


 

 

 BRETHREN ACADEMY FOR MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP 

Online learning requires students to be disciplined in their time management.  
Students are expected to spend 10 hours per week in course-related work 
 
For online learning, students will need basic computer skills and access to the 
internet. If your computer is four years old or less, you should have the 
capabilities for this class.  These capabilities include: 
 
• Modem: Minimum 56 kbps speed is slow but adequate. A speed of 100 kbps 
(300 recommended) is needed for podcasts and 300 kbps (500 
recommended) for videos 
• An email account  
• An up-to-date web browser; such as Firefox, Internet Explorer or Google 
Chrome 
 

Course Withdrawal Refund 
Policy 

 
     100% of course fee prior 
to registration deadline 
     50% from the registration 
deadline to the first day of 
class 
     No refunds will be given 
once the class has begun 
     Exceptions require the 
approval of the Director of 
the Brethren Academy 
 
 
 

Equipping Ministers   * Deepening Faith     *      Enriching Lives 

To earn CEU credit 
Participant will  

- Meet the attendance 
requirement 

-Complete the assigned 
reading 

-Engage in the course through 
participation 

-Complete reduced 
assignments as outlined in the 
syllabus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Beaumont, Susan. How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You are 
Going. The Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Group, 2019. 183 pages. 
ISBN-10: 1538127687. ISBN-13: 978-1538127681 
  
Bruggemann, Walter. Virus as a Summons to Faith: Biblical Reflections in a 
Time of Loss, Grief, and Uncertainty. Cascade Books, 2020. 92 pages. ISBN-
10: 1725276739. ISBN-13: 978-1725276734 
  
Ramsey-Lucas, Curtis (editor). #In This Together: Ministry in Times of Crisis. 
Judson Press, 2020. 160 pages. ISBN-10: 0817018239. ISBN-13 : 978-
0817018238. 
  
Roberts, Albert R. & Yeager, Kenneth R. Pocket Guide to Crisis 
Intervention. Oxford University Press; Illustrated edition, 2009. 240 pages. 
ISBN-10: 0195382900. ISBN-13: 978-0195382907. 
  
We will meet as a class in an initial Zoom meeting (plan on 2 hours) for 
introductions, questions about the course, and an initial discussion. Prior to 
that meeting students are asked to access and read the following 
article: https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/care-soul-time-covid-19   
  
 

Required Text 

Expectations 

Doing Church Differently: Ministry in Times of Crisis;  May 5 – June 21, 2021 
Register online or fill out following information and return, along with payment to:  

Brethren Academy * 615 National Road West *Richmond, IN * 47374 
 

Name:               
 
Address:               
 
Best contact phone:             
 
E-mail:               
 
I will be taking this course for:  ____TRIM credit  ____EFSM credit  ____CEUs (2)  ____Personal Enrichment 
Course Fee: $300 payable to Brethren Academy Registration Deadline: March 31, 2021 
 

Brethren Academy for 
Ministerial Leadership     
615 National Road W 
Richmond, IN 47374 
800-287-8822 x1824 

765-983-1824 
academy@ 

bethanyseminary.edu 
 

Copyright 2021 
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