
 

Course Description and Objectives 

Course Description:  

As a minister in a church, you are often both the “resident theologian” and 
“minor poet”. You are a “resident theologian” because people look to you to 
preach, pray, teach, and, perhaps, sing the Good News of Jesus Christ. You 
are a “minor poet” because practical theological wisdom requires minds 
that are flexible, winsome, connective, and creative. As an introduction to 
theological thinking, this course will cover some of the “big topics” that 
Christians talk about, including: God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
humanity as the image of God, and Christian hope. We will read multiple 
genres, including sermons and poetry, to help us explore the deep, 
imaginative interconnections between various aspects of the Christian 
faith.    

Course Objectives:   

• Develop the foundational skills necessary for the practice of 
theological reflection and interpretation, particularly the practices 
of “close reading” and “critical charity”. 

• Build a working vocabulary of important theological terms and an 
understanding of the central themes of theological studies.  

• Clearly articulating your own ideas and arguments in a learning 
community characterized by attentive respect for difference, a 
willingness to reconsider one’s position in light of another’s 
experience or insight, and a commitment to learning together.   

 

 
Instructor: Joelle Hathaway 

Dr. Joelle A. Hathaway is assistant professor of theological studies at 
Bethany Theological Seminary. She received both her masters and 
doctorate at Duke Divinity School and is currently developing new courses 
for Bethany in Theology and the Arts. Her research is interdisciplinary; of 
particular interest is what insights the arts and artistic practice can offer to 
practices of theological, liturgical, and ecological formation. Her current 
book project puts the Sabbath poetry of Wendell Berry in conversation 
with the Christian doctrine of creation. Joelle lives in Greenfield, IN with 
her husband Brent Smith and their two daughters.   
 

Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership proudly offers: 

The Minister as Theologian 

 

SEPTEMBER 7 – NOVEMBER 1, 2022  

8-WEEK ONLINE COURSE             REGISTER ONLINE  

This course is available 

to: 

• TRIM/EFSM 

students- fulfills 

one BT and BTS 

experience 

• Those seeking 

Continuing 

Education Units 

(2.0 CEU) 

• Anyone seeking 

personal and 

spiritual 

enrichment 

Essentially, this course is 

open to ALL! 

Course fee $300.00 

 

Registration deadline:  

August 3, 2022 

https://bethanyseminary.edu/brethren-academy/


 

 

 BRETHREN ACADEMY FOR MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP 

Course Withdrawal Refund 

Policy 

 

     100% of course fee prior 

to registration deadline 

     50% from the registration 

deadline to the first day of 

class 

     No refunds will be given 

once the class has begun 

     Exceptions require the 

approval of the Director of 

the Brethren Academy 

 

 
 To earn CEU credit 

Participant will  

- Meet the attendance 

requirement 

-Complete the assigned 

reading 

-Engage in the course through 

participation 

-Complete reduced 

assignments as outlined in the 

syllabus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online learning requires students to be disciplined in their time 
management.  Students are expected to spend 10 hours per week in 
course-related work 

 
For online learning, students will need an email account, a laptop or 
desktop, basic computer skills, and access to the internet using an 
updated web browser, such as Microsoft Internet Explorer or Edge, 
Google Chrome, or Mozilla Firefox. Some courses may also require 
Zoom or Skype.  If your computer is four years old or less, you should 
have the capabilities for this course. If you have questions about 
specifics, please contact the Brethren Academy. 
 
During a Brethren Academy course or event, you may be included in 
photographs or sound /video recording.  Such photos and recordings, 
including quotes from you, may be included and identified in news 
articles, informational brochures, or social media on behalf of the 
Brethren Academy and/or Bethany Theological Seminary.  If you wish to 
be excluded from such publications, please contact the Brethren 
Academy in writing by the start date of the course or event. 
 

Equipping Ministers   * Deepening Faith     *      Enriching Lives 

 

 

Guite, Malcolm. Sounding the Seasons: Seventy Sonnets for the Christian Year. 
Canterbury Press Norwich. 2012. 
 
Jones, Beth Felker. Practicing Doctrine: An Introduction to Thinking and Living 
Theologically.  Baker Academic. 2014. 
 
All other course texts will be available via the Moodle site 
 

Required Text 

Expectations 

The Minister as Theologian, September 7 – November 1, 2022 
Register online or fill out following information and return, along with payment to:  

Brethren Academy * 615 National Road West *Richmond, IN * 47374 
 

Name:                
 
Address:               
 
Best contact phone:              
 
E-mail:               
 
I will be taking this course for:  _____ TRIM credit   _____EFSM credit    _____CEUs (2)    _____Personal Enrichment 
Course Fee: $300 payable to Brethren Academy Registration August 3, 2022 
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