Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center offers:

Church of the Brethren History
March 16 — May |1, 2026

8-week Asynchronous Online Course

Course Description and Objectives

This course will help students understand the origins of the

denomination, including its Anabaptist and Radical Pietist roots, as well
- as changes to the denomination over the past 300 years. Emphasis will
' \ be placed on Brethren theological understandings and how these have
impacted its history.

After successfully completing this course, the student will be able to:
e Recognize the Anabaptist and Radical Pietist influences of the
early Brethren.
e l|dentify the origins of the Brethren movement and how it
developed into its own church denomination, including important
e people who helped shape the denomination.
Craig Gandy ¢ l|dentify the theological issues involved in the formation of the
Brethren and how differing theological understandings led to later
divisions within the church.

This course is available e Relate how those theological issues changed over time, especially

to:

Essentially, this course is

moving from their sectarian roots towards the twentieth-century

shift of becoming mainstream.
TRIM/EFSM students- fulfills

one BHT
The course syllabus will be emailed to participants upon registration.
Those seeking Continuing

Education Units(2.0 CEU)
Schedule

The course will be held from March 16 — May |1, 2026.

Anyone seeking personal
and spiritual enrichment

Instructor: Craig Gandy

open to ALL! Craig Gandy, an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren,

holds a Master of Divinity and a Master of Arts in Theology from
Bethany Theological Seminary. In addition to teaching courses for the

Course fee $300.00 Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership and Susquehanna Valley

Ministry Center, Craig serves as pastor of the Spring Run Church of

Registration deadline: the Brethren in the Middle PA District.
February 20, 2026

Questions:
717-361-1450

KarenHodges@SVMCcob.org

(continued)



é )
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center offers:
Church of the Brethren History
March 16 —May 11, 2026
8-week Asynchronous Online Course
\. J

Course Withdrawal Refund
Policy

100% of the course fee
prior to the registration
deadline

50% from the registration
deadline to the first day of
class

No refunds will be given once
the class has begun

Exceptions require the
approval of the Director of
SYMC

To earn CEU credit,
participants will:

Meet the attendance
requirement

Complete the assigned reading

Engage in the course
through participation

Complete reduced assignments

as outlined in the syllabus

Required Text
Donald F. Durnbaugh, Fruit of the Vine: A History of the Brethren,
1708-1995, Brethren Press, second edition, 2008.
ISBN: 0871780038

Expectations
Distance learning, especially during intensives, requires students to
be disciplined in their time management. Students are expected to do
all preparatory work and assignments as listed in the syllabus. The
syllabus will be emailed to students upon registration.

Students will need basic computer skills, an e-mail account, access to
the internet with an up-to-date web browser (Firefox, Safari, Edge,
Chrome, etc.), and Zoom. While broadband is preferred, dial-up
internet can be used for coursework, though video and audio
resources may be difficult to use.

Registration
Registration methods:
e Use the QR Code; or
¢ Go to www.etown.edu/svmc, or
e Complete/mail form below

Church of the Brethren History

March 16 — May |1, 2026 (8-week asynchronous online course)

If unable to register online (see directions above), please fill out the following information and

return, along with a check payment to:

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center, One Alpha Drive, Elizabethtown PA 17022

Course Fee: $300.00 payable to Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center
(A processing fee will be added to online registrations)

Name:

Address:

Best contact phone: E-mail:

I will be taking this course for: (TRIM credit ) (EFSMcredit ) (2 CEUs ____ ) or (Personal Enrichment _)%

Registration deadline: February 20, 2026



http://www.etown.edu/svmc

